devotion and constructive service and moral force
have done more for Poland and for Europe than has
yet been fully realized by the Western world.

One aspect of Polish history of great importance,
not adequately represented in these brief chapters but
needed to complete the picture, is Poland's orienta-
tion toward the sea, its '600 years of varying struggles
to hold and develop the water-way flowing through
its historic lands, connecting it with the outside world*
For this it has fought wars, developed policy, regulat-
ed and utilized the Vistula, built railways, and in
these last years constructed its great modern seaport,
Gdynia, its ' window on the sea', its open door to the
ocean and to other lands, its guarantor of economic
independence, its city of welcome to the visitor arriv-
ing by water. Because of Poland's peculiar geographic
and political situation, to be shut off from the sea
would be like being deprived of air, for the possession
of even these few miles of her own sea coast and her
own sheltered port on the Baltic is her assurance of
life and growth and liberty.
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